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Harry Boomer currently an Anchor/
Reporter and the Executive Producer 
and Host of the WUAB 43 Forum. 

Why The Streets Don’t Speak - Part 2  

Morris H. Ervin, Jr.  

 As an experienced educator, I’ve 
learned the importance of using 
music, movement and games to 
create a warm, supportive and safe 
atmosphere before any formalities. 
We tossed my spirit ball across the 
circle to each other connecting, 
smiling and laughing before the 
interview began.  
 The class consisted of Junior and 
Senior students, al l  African 
Americans, with about half the 
class being young men and the 
o t h e r  h a l f  y o u n g  la d ies .  I 
introduced myself  and shared a bit 
of my background as a teacher, 
speaker, performer, father and 
writer. I used a talking tool or spirit 
ball and when students wanted to 
speak they tossed the spirit ball or 
passed it around the circle.  
 The circle arrangement of the 
chairs established an environment 
of safety, trust and respect. Mr. 
Ellenbogen decided to step out of 
the room once we started, giving 
me full privacy with his students. I 
appreciated that sense of trust, 
bestowed in such a short amount 
of time.  
 Eventually, the initial questions 
were asked, “What is a snitch? 
Where did that word come from 
anyway?” Students collectively had 
no answer and they were excited to 
dive into the rest of the talk.  
 Next question, “If a crime was 
committed in your neighborhood, 
and you had information about the 
person who committed the crime, 
would you cooperate with the 
police?” One young man said,” the 
justice system is corrupt, designed 
to incarcerate Black men, and cops 
gun us down in the streets, so no I 
would not cooperate with the 
authorities.”  

My first interview 
assignment for the 
Witness Project, 
“Why The Streets 
D o n ’ t  S p e a k , ” 

placed me at Campus International 
School located at 3100 Chester 
Avenue.  
 Campus International High School 
i s  t h e  co n t in ua t ion  o f  th e 
c o l la bo r at io n  b etw een  t h e 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District and Cleveland State 
University. The building is brightly lit 
with an innovative feel and style to 
it.  
 While I waited in the main office a 
young man, sharply dressed like a 
GQ model, politely contacted the 
language arts teacher,  Mr. Charles 
Ellenbogen, who graciously  agreed 
to open up his class to me for the 
interview.  
 I walked into the classroom, 
immediately arranged the chairs in 
a circle, and set up my speaker to  

 More students chimed in with 
their thoughts, “we don’t snitch, 
police don’t help us, street justice 
will handle it, and it’s not our place 
to tell.” With each minute more 
students  expressed s imi lar 
sentiments about street justice and 
lack of trust, or no trust at all for 
the police.  
 They mentioned loyalty to the 
street code,  and if  you did 
cooperate with authorities that 
information could get out and put 
your family at risk.  One student 
mentioned more loyalty to the 
persons committing the crime 
because families and friends are 
closely connected and intertwined, 
no way of breaking that bond.  

 Next, a young lady mentioned a 
t ime that  she witnessed a 
domestic incident of a man 
assaulting a woman. She wanted 
to help but her mom discouraged 
her from getting involved. The class 
collectively agreed that these 
situations are complicated. You 
have fear involved and in some 
cases the women go back with the 
abusive men. The domestic 
situation evoked lots of spirited 
debates about domestic violence 
and how touchy the subject it is. 
Another student said, “you can’t 
really get involved because you 
never know what’s really going on.” 
 Lastly, a young lady summed up 
the 'no snitch' rule well by saying, 
“it ain’t my business, he’s going to 
get caught one day!” Surprisingly, 
right before the conversation 
ended, a young lady passionately 
said, “no matter what the risk, it’s 
important to speak up and say 
something!” 
 
Teens have strong voices; we need 
to continue to establish the space 
for their voices to be heard.  

play music. The circle started small 
with a few students, before more 
students trickled into the space, 
uncertain but interested in what 
this conversation entailed.  

(Seated L to R) Anthony Murray,  
DKano Leflore and Trevell Jones 

Campus International students (L to R) 
Trevell Jones, Brandy Jones-Parks 
Gorge Klouda and Alyanaha Hawkins 

Campus International students participating in “The Witness Project” are Anthony 
Murray, D’Kano Leflore, Trevell Jones, Brandy Jones-Parks, George Klouda, 
Alyanaha Hawkins, Tamaira Sims, Jonathan Czuba, Tahjanaie Johnson, sitting 
on the stage Akia Finely, Mya Barnes, and standing Greyson Hankins  

 City of Cleveland Honored the 
Greater Cleveland Association of 

National Black Journalists 
and Mr. Harry Boomer 

 H a r r y  B o o m e r  i s  a  2 0 0 7 
Broadcasters  Hal l  o f  Fame 
Inductee. He is currently an 
Anchor/Reporter and the Executive 
Producer and Host of the WUAB 43 
Forum. 
 Although the afternoon was to 
honor 37 years of journalism and 
Harry Boomer’s dedication to the 
community, it quickly became an 
e d u c a t i o n  o n  w h a t  a f f e c t 
journalism has in American politics. 
 Each panelist reiterated how 
important media is, and how print 
m e d i a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s 
documented history and brought  

out issues and concerns of the 
people in the community.  Panelist 
Leon Bibb gave an example of how 
powerful media  can be. He 
remembered being moved from 
one department to another with 
less exposure as a newscaster on 
television. “People expressed 
concerns for the change and 
influenced the television station to 
return him to his original job, Bibbs 
said”.  
 Rhonda Crowder, another panelist 
and member of the Greater 
Cleveland Black Journal ists 
Association (GCBJA) praised the 
work of local media and pleaded 
for the community to support local 
media by calling , writing and giving 
financial support. 
  

 Sandra Bishop encouraged the 
audience to join the GCBJA.  
Bishop mentioned that the 
National Association of Black 
Journalist (NABJ) is considering 
C leve land  fo r  the nat iona l 
convention in 2021.  

Invited panelists included Kevin “Chill” 
Heard, Rhonda Crowder, Russ 
Mitchell, Gregory Lockhart, Leon Bibb, 
Sandra Bishop, and Nate Paige.   



 

The Ward Seven Observer  

Editorial 

www.ward7observer.com March 2020 

Volume 2 -  Issue 3 March 2020 

Article Submission Policy 

 
The Ward7Observer will take article 
submissions electronically via email or 

through ward7observer.com.  

Registration required. Submitter must 
provide name, email address, and 

phone number with submission. 

W A R D 7 O B S E R V E R 
 

The Ward7 Observer is a community based news 
monthly published  by The Calhoun Corporation 
LLC, dedicated to providing information and re-
sources that will uplift and enhance the Ward 7 

community. Copyright 2019 

NO REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION.  

 

PUBLISHER  

Ronald A. Calhoun 

wardsevenobserver@gmail.com 

 

EDITORS 

Patricia Johnson Executive 

Daina Dortch ENews  

Devon Jones Social Media 
 

WRITERS 

Margaret Adams, Blair Alexis, Angela Bennett,  

Carla Calhoun, Rashay Davis, Mansfield Frazier 

Kia Grayson, Ray Hom, Desiree James, Melvin 

Mason, Kevin May, Morris H Ervin Jr.,  

Albert Najieb, Mylonne Sullivan 
 

ADVERTISING 

Carla A. Calhoun 

wardsevenobserver@gmail.com 
 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Margaret Adams, Mansfield Frazier,  

Patricia Johnson, John Copic, Rich Wise    
 

GRAPHICS 

Jaedyn Evans 

Free Community  Events 
Some events Registration Required: 
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Free Community  Events 
Some events are Regist rat ion Required: 
www.eventbrite.com  
 

RAINBOW SONGs 
by Apollo's Fire Baroque Orchestra  
Sun, March 1, 2020 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
The Cleveland Museum of Art 
11150 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

Women of Faith 
Wed, March 4, 2020 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM  
Tri– C Metro 
2900 Community College Avenue 
MCC 201 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
 

Morgenthaler-Pavey Startup Competition  
Thu, March 5, 2020 
5:30 PM – 8:30 PM1  
Park Lane Villa 
10510 Park Lane 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

Health + Tech Happy Hour  
Thu, March 5, 2020 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
The Beauty Shoppe 
2529 Detroit Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 

Change Experience 2020 
by Creflo Dollar Ministries 
Date And Time 
Fri, March 6, 2020 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  
Huntington Convention Center 
300 Lakeside Avenue East 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 

Cleveland Spaces Vital Places Workshop 5:  
Land Trust 
Sat, March 7, 2020 
11:00 AM – 2:30 PM 
Fatima Family Center 
6600 Lexington Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103 
 

Make a Tee Shirt with JOANN 
Sat, March 7, 2020 
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
Museum of Contemporary Art, Cleveland 
11400 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

Senior Mental Health Workshop - Cleveland 
Tue, March 10, 2020 
8:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
Jerry Sue Thornton Center - Ford Room 
2500 E. 22nd Street 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
 

Intuitive Eating: A Clinician's Introduction 
Wed, March 11, 2020 
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Mitchell's Ice Cream  
1867 West 25th Street 
Cleveland, OH 44113 
 

Learn How to Utilize Workforce Funding  
to Hire & Train Your Next Employee 
Wed, March 11, 2020 
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 
Urban League of Greater Cleveland 
2930 Prospect Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
 

Networking Mixer 
Fri, March 13, 2020 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT 
Networking Drop 
5243 Broadway Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44127 
 

Editorial Cartooning Workshop with Tara Seibel 
Sat, March 14, 2020 
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM  
Museum of Contemporary Art, Cleveland 
11400 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

So You Want to Start Your Own Business?  
Tue, March 17, 2020 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
Women's Business Center of Northern Ohio 
7000 Euclid Ave., Ste #203 
Cleveland, OH 44103 
 

90'S Night at B Side Lounge 
Fri, March 20, 2020, 10:00 PM - 
Sat, March 21, 2020, 2:00 AM EDT 
Doors at 7:00 PM 
2785  Euclid Heights Blvd 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
 

Get PREhistoric with PRE4CLE 
Sat, March 21, 2020 
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
1 Wade Oval Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

Nonprofit Management & Leadership Series:  
The Art of Fundraising  
Wed, March 25, 2020 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 
Jack, Joseph and Morton  
Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences 
11235 Bellflower Road 
Noble Commons 
Cleveland, OH 44106 

2 

The Fragile, Decayed Financial, Social and 
Political System Chris Hedges  

https://www.commondreams.org/views/2018/05/21/coming-collapse  

 Is it impossible for any doomed 
population to grasp how fragile the 
decayed financial, social and 
political system is on the eve of 
implosion? 
 Donald Trump is the result of a 
long process of political, cultural 
and social decay. He is a product of 
our failed democracy. The longer 
we fantasize that we live in a 
functioning democracy, that Trump 
and the political mutations around 
him are somehow simply a change 
from the normal political standard 
that can disappear in the next 
election, the more we will hurtle 
toward tyranny. In other words the 
problem is not Trump. It is a 
political system, including local 
government ,  dominated  by 
corporate power and two political 
par t ies  w ho se  in t en t  i s  to 
complicate the process to fit their 
agendas, in which we don't count. 
 We can wrestle back political 
control  by taking apart  the 
corporate state, and this means 
consistent and sustained civil 
disobedience, like what we are 
seeing for the younger generation 
in the attacks on the common 
people. Misguided by mainstream 
media both pawn off these as 
attacks as survival. Are they 
prodding the people to civi l 
disobedience? Provoking the 
masses to wake up from their 
slumber, enticing them to engage 
the corporate dominance? If we do 
not, we will continue into the dark 
age. 
 The Democratic Party refuses to 
address the social inequality that 
led to the election of Trump and the 
insurgency by Bernie Sanders.  It is 
deaf, dumb and blind to the very 
real economic suffering that 
plagues over half the country. 
 It will not fight to pay workers a 
living wage. It will not defy the 
pharmaceutical and insurance 
industries to provide Medicare for 
all. It will not curb the zealous 
appetite of the military that is 
promoting futile and costly foreign 
wars. It will not restore our lost civil 
liberties, including the right to 
privacy, freedom from government 
surveillance, and due process. It will 
not get corporate and dark money 
(political non-profits who don't 
disclose the source of funding) out 
of politics. 
 It will not de-militarize our police 
and reform a prison system that 
has 25 percent of the world’s 
prisoners, although the United 
States has only 5 percent of the 
world’s population. It plays to the 
margins, especially in election 
seasons, refusing to address 
substantive political and social  

problems, and instead focusing on 
narrow cultural issues like gay 
rights, abortion and gun control. 
 The Democrats would rather 
implode the entire system than 
give up their positions of privilege. 
And that, I fear, is what will happen. 
The idea that the Democratic Party 
is in any way a defensive wall 
against absolute power defies the 
last three decades of its political 
activity. It is the guarantor of 
absolute. 
 Trump has tapped into the hatred 
that  huge segments of  the 
American public have for a political 
and economic system that has 
betrayed them. He may be inept, 
degenerate, dishonest and a 
narcissist, but he adeptly ridicules 
the system they despise. His cruel 
and demeaning taunts directed at 
government agencies, laws and the 
established elites resonate with 
people for whom these agencies, 
laws and elites have become 
hostile forces. And for many who 
see no shift in the polit ical 
landscape to alleviate their 
suffering, Trump’s cruelty and 
insulting, abusive, or highly critical 
language is at least providing a 
psychological relief through the 
o p en  exp r ess io n  o f  s t ro ng 
emotions. 
 The press refuses to critique or 
investigate the abuses by corporate 
power, which has destroyed our 
democracy and economy and 
orchestrated the largest transfer of 
wealth upward in American history. 
The corporate press is a decayed 
relic that, in exchange for money 
and access, committed cultural 
suicide. And when Trump attacks it 
over “fake news,” he expresses, 
once again, the deep hatred of all 
those the press ignores. It loves the 
reality-show presidency. The press, 
especially the cable news shows, 
keeps the lights on and the 
cameras rolling so viewers will be 
glued to U.S.— European version of 
Tyler Perry's "The Haves and Have 
Nots". It is good for ratings. It is 
good for profits. But it accelerates 
the decline. 
 All this will soon be compounded 
by financial collapse. Wall Street 
banks have been handed $16 
trillion in bailouts and other 
subsidies by the Federal Reserve 
and Congress at nearly zero 
percent interest since the 2008 
financial collapse. They have used 
this money, as well as the money 
saved through the huge tax cuts 
imposed in 2017, to buy back their 
o w n  s t o c k ,  r a i s i n g  t h e 
compensation and bonuses of their 
managers and thrusting the society 
deeper into debt. The equivalent of 
paying your adult child's phone bill 
and rent only to find out it’s a 
permanent agreement! 
  
  Now that you know what’s going 
on, what will you do? 
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Cleveland’s Trailblazing African American 
Women Carla Calhoun  

 Jane Edna Hunter  - Pioneering 
Black Social Worker  

 Jane Edna Hunter was born near 
Pendleton, S. Carolina to Edward 
and Harriet Harris. Jane was a free-
born daughter of freed slaves. 
 Jane entered school for the first 
time at age 15 unable to read. The 
school, Ferguson Academy in 
Abbeville, Virginia provided her with 
four years of training.  Jane finished 
s c h o o l  w i t h  a n  8 t h  g r a d e 
education. She met and married 
Edward Hunter, a man 40 years her 
senior. 
 Jane later studied nursing at 
Hampton Institute Training School 
for Nurses in Virginia. She came to 
Cleveland in 1905 with only a 
nickel and her faith. 
 Jane rapidly became a leader in 
the Black Community.  After 
continuing her education, she 
s t a r t e d  t h e  W o r k in g  G i r l s 
Association in Cleveland, Ohio in 
1911 which later became the 
Phil lis Wheatley Association 
providing social  services to 
c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  e l d e r l y  a n d 
disenfranchised women. Jane 
studied law and received her LLB 
from Baldwin Wallace College in 
1925 and passed the Ohio bar 
exam the same year. 
 Jane Edna died at the age of 88, 
on January 19, 1971. 
 The Department of Children and 
Family Services social services 
agency is dedicated to Jane Edna 
Hunter. If you enter the lobby of the 
Jane Edna Hunter Building on East 
40th and Euclid Avenue there is a 
statue and plaque erected in her 
honor. 

Jane Edna Hunter - Pioneering Black 
Social Worker.  

 Lillian W. Burke  - Ohio’s First 

Black Woman Judge 

Lillian W. Burke a trailblazer, a 
pioneer, innovator, and ground 
breaker was born in Thomaston, GA 
but grew up in Duquesne, PA. She 
dreamed of  cont inuing  her 
education, moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio and graduated from Cleveland 
State University. Burke earned a 
teaching degree and taught in the 
Cleveland Public School system 
while attending Marshall Law 
School.  
 Like most African Americans 
during the early 1920’s she was a 
member of the Republican Party 
and in Cleveland she was described 
as a “Republican in a city of 
Democrats.” Burke who had a 
distinguished legal career was 
offered an appointment to the 
Cleveland Municipal Court in 1966 
by Gov. Rhodes.  She almost 
declined the position because of 
her love for her work with the 
Industrial Commission.  
 After retiring she became an avid 
student of the stock market 
starting several investment clubs 
for black women.   
 Judge Burke left a legacy that has 
continued with the Lillian W. Burke 
Foundat ion,  which provides 
scholarships for law students at 
both Cleveland State and Ohio 
State University.  

Lillian W. Burke Ohio’s first black woman 
Judge and Cleveland resident 

Stephanie Tubbs Jones Member of the US 
House of Representatives.  

 Stephanie Tubbs-Jones  -  
U.S. House of Representatives 

 Stephanie was the first African 
American women to be elected to 
Congress from Ohio.   
 She was born in Cleveland, Ohio 
and graduated from Collinwood 
High school. Stephanie earned her 
undergraduate degree from Case 
Western Reserve University with a 
degree in Social Work, and in 1974 
she earned a Juris Doctor from the 
Case Western School of Law.   
 Stephanie was a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. She was 
actively involved in the National 
Five Point Thrust Programs of her 
sorority, which champions social 
actions and political awareness as 
a fundamental part of “Delta Days 
at the Nation’s Capital.”  
 Stephanie was elected judge of 
the Cleveland Municipal Court in 
1981. 

 In 1990 she ran for Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Ohio: she barely 
lost the race to Republican 
incumbent J. Craig Wright. She then 
served as the Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor from 1991 until 1999 
when she resigned to take a seat in 
Congress. Stephanie was popular in 
her district and was routinely 
r ee lec t ed  a g a in s t  n o m in a l 
Republican opposition.  
 T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l 
structures named in her honor. The 
Stephanie Tubbs-Jones Transit 
Center, Cleveland Clinic Stephanie 
Tubbs-Jones Health Center and 
located at Wade Oval in the 
Cleveland Museum District is a life-
like statue of  Mrs. Tubbs-Jones. 

Melody J, Stewart—Ohio Supreme Court 
Justice  

 Melody J, Stewart— 
Ohio Supreme Court Justice  

  Melody grew up in Cleveland in 
the Hough, and East Cleveland 
community. Her mother, Ruth 
Stewart, was a celebrated actress 
at the historic Karamu House 
Theater. Melody attended the 
prestigious Beaumont School for 
Girls, where she was elected the 
f i rst  minor ity  Student Body 
President. 
 After high school Melody earned 
a Bachelor of Music degree from 
the Conservatory of Music at the 
University of Cincinnati. She had 
learned to play the piano at age 
five where her love of the “bench” 
seemed to fore -shadow her 
career. 
 She managed a health care 
s t a f f i n g  o f f i c e  w h e r e  t h e 
company’s vice president was 
s t u d y i n g  l a w .  M e l o d y  w a s 
int r igued by  th is  and  soon 
enrol led in C leveland State 
University's Marshall Law School. 
 She earned her degree in 1988 
and spent several years as an 
Assistant Law Director , later 
obtaining a Doctor of Philosophy 
as a Mandell Leadership Fellow at 
Case Western Reserve University. 
 Melody served as the Assistant 
Dean at Cleveland Marshall Law 
s c h o o l  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e 
faculty.  Melody also taught at the 
University of Toledo, Ursuline 
College and was the Director of 
Student Services at Case Western 
Reserve University. 
 Melody was elected to the Ohio 
District Court of Appeals, and re-
elected twice. 
 On November 8, 2018 she 
b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n 
American woman to be elected to 
the Supreme Court.  She is also 
the first black Democrat elected  

Ruby Dee Playwright, Screenwriter, Civil 
Rights Activist, Poet. 

 Ruby Dee - Civil Rights Activist 
and Academy-Award Nominated 
Actress 
 Born Ruby Ann Wallace in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on October 27, 
1922, Ruby grew up in Harlem 
and joined the American Negro 
Theatre in 1941.  
 Ms. Dee had her first major 
career breakthrough in 1946, 
when she took the title role in the 
Broadway production of Anna 
Lucasta. That same year, she 
met actor Ossie Davis while 
performing in the play Jeb. The 
couple married two years later 
and eventually had three children 
together. 
 Dee joined creative forces with 
her husband to appear in the 
play Purlie Victorious. Davis 
wrote this southern comedy, and 
he and Dee starred in it together. 
The pair reprised their roles for 
the 1963 film adaptation. 
 Including many collaborations 
with her husband, Dee's film 
career spans generations and 
includes 1950's The Jackie 
Robinson Story, 1961's A Raisin 
in the Sun and 1988's Do the 
Right Thing. 
 In 2008, Dee received her first 
Oscar nomination for playing 
Mama Lucas in the hit f ilm 
American Gangster. 
 Over the years, the couple was 
also very active in the Civil Rights 
Movement,  part ic ipat ing in 
marches and speaking out for 
racial equality.  
 Both Dee and Davis  were 
friends of Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
  
 All of these outstanding black 
women are inspiring “firsts” in 
their own right and have opened 
the door for future pioneers. 

to any statewide office. 
 Justice Melody J. Stewart now 
sits on the bench of the highest 
court in the land, the Supreme 
Court. 
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 Early this month she hosted the 
second “It’s All Love” networking 
event to help creatives network and 
become better at branding.  
 When asked why she chose to 
pursue fashion Althea responded, 
“Fashion and Aesthetics come 
natural to me; it’s something I don’t 
question about myself... I like 
communicating through what I 
wear.” She continued, “The most 
rewarding thing about becoming an 
entrepreneur is creating things that 
didn’t exist before. I believe God 
created us in His image, giving us 
the ability to create. When I create 
something, I feel closer to God."  
 Love has been a theme for the No 
Basis clothing brand, and with love 
as the foundation we can expect to 
see No Basis continue to prosper 
for years to come.  

Glenville CircleNorth  

 Glenville CircleNorth is located in 
Cleveland’s vibrant Glenville 
neighborhood. With onsite dining 
and entertainment, and within 
minutes of Case Western Reserve 
University and University Circle’s 
renowned cultural institutions, you 
don’t have to go far to work, study 
or explore. 
 The first of the City of Cleveland’s 
developments under Mayor 
J a c k s o n ’ s  N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Transformation Initiative, Glenville 
CircleNorth will open up a world of 
opportunities to the community 
and offer a modern and relaxing 
living space for those looking for 
the perfect urban lifestyle. 
 - 

Dumping Prohibited/Reward for 
Information Regarding Illegal 
Dumping. 
 

Chapter 401 of the Codified 
Ordinances.  
N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d u m p  o r 
otherwise dispose of solid waste 
o r  i n d u s t r i a l  w a s t e  b y 
c o m m e r c i a l  c a r ,  t r a i l e r , 
semitrailer, pole trailer or truck 
on any public or private property 
not licensed as a solid waste 
disposal facility pursuant to this 
chapter, except as provided in 
Section 551.29.  
 

Ord. No. 1829-90.  
Passed 2-4-91, eff. 2-11-91) 
The Director of Public Service is 
hereby authorized to pay a 
reward  to  any  person  who 
provides the City with information 
leading to the identification and 
conviction of any person for a 
violation of divisions (b) or (c) of 
Section 551.26. Such reward 
shall be in an amount equal to 
one-half (1/2) of the fine which is 
actually imposed by a court in 
accordance with divisions (g) and 
(h )  of  Sect ion  551.99  and 
collected by the City. A person 
entitled to a reward as provided 
in this section must file a claim 
with the Director  of  Publ ic 
Service to collect the reward.  

Young Boss - Althea Young 

Chiefjahoo 

 Entrepreneurship is a fight for 
financial freedom that some 
people aren’t willing to take. 
 The comfort of a consistent 
paycheck keeps a lot of talented 
and innovative individuals from 
creating what they imagine, and 
becoming who they wish to be. 
 Inspiration can be found locally in 
abundance from many of the 
young adults here in Cleveland.  A 
good example of innovation and 
courage can be found in the inner 
workings of a clothing store in 
Great Northern Mall called No 
Basis.  
 No Basis is the swag Jack Prints, 
a place where you can customize  
clothing to fit your personal style. 
No Basis provides cool clothes to 
modify, besides just the average  

pullover and t-shirt options found in 
most clothing customizing stores. 
The addition of strange styles and 
patterns changes basic pants and 
shirts into loud fashion statements 
that you can add your own voice to. 
 The Creator of the No Basis brand 
is a young woman named Althea 
Young.  
 Althea grew up on Rozelle Avenue 
in East Cleveland. She was the only 
girl of 4 siblings and has always 
seen owning her own business as a 
position of power. At 9 years old 
Althea was selling Avon products. 
Her business mindset developed 
over time and manifested into a 
love for fashion and culture.   
 Earlier this year Althea hosted a 
fashion show for Lemon Pine Drop 
LLC, to kick off the start of her new 
fall fashion shipment.   Althea Young proprietor of “No Basis” Custom Fashions by No Basis 

 The project involved a $15 million 
building with apartments and 
shops that the Finch Group built on 
East 105th at Ashbury Avenue.  
 The area is just a short distance 
from the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA 
Medical Center and University 
Circle, where tens of thousands of 
people are employed.   
 T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  h o t  f o o d 
restaurant's including the Black 
Box Fix, Pipe ’N Hot Grill, Eats, and 
Vitiman Kandie Café, which is 
owned by three sisters. 

Mary Johnson, Melody Sizemore, and 

Misty McGuffey—Sisters who own 

Vitiman Kandie Café. 

Shenetta McNair @ Premier Barber 

Lounge. 

Workers at the Black Box Fix. Online 

at www.blackboxfix.com 

 Premier Barber Lounge Is where 
you can get the latest hair cut and 
trim by Shenetta McNair, or Justine 
Redus. 
 There are two clothing boutiques 
fo r  th e  f ash io n  c on sc iou s , 
adventurous ones - Living Rich,  
and LaMocha Boutique. 

Glenville North LaMocha Boutique 

Glenville North Apartments on 105th 

Street near Ashbury Avenue 

Don't Litter! 
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Carla Calhoun 

New Bill Will Strengthen State Laws On Use 
of Hand-Held Devices Behind The Wheel  

 The new Hands-Free Ohio bill is 
sponsored by Sen. Stephanie 
Kunze (R-Hilliard) and Sen. Sean J. 
O'Brien (D-Bazetta).   
 "The use of wireless devices while 
driving has become so common 
that many drivers don't stop to 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  d e a d l y 
consequences," said Gov. DeWine . 
"Although Ohio's current laws are 
well-intended, they simply haven't 
gone far enough to change the 
culture around using technology 
behind the wheel. By strengthening 
Ohio's laws, we believe we can 
change behaviors, prevent crashes, 
and save lives."  
 The bill will make driving while 
handling any electronic wireless 
device a primary offense.  
 According to a press release from 
the governor’s office, this includes 
writing, sending, or reading text-
based communications; watching 
or recording videos; taking photos   

Governor Mike DeWine (R) OHIO  

o r  lo ok ing  a t  im ag es ;  l i ve 
streaming using apps; entering 
information into GPS navigation 
programs; dialing phone numbers; 
or holding a device for a phone call. 
 Currently, using a hand-held 
device is a secondary offense, 
meaning law enforcement cannot 
make a traffic stop unless the 
driver also commits a primary 
offense. The penalty is a fine of up 
to $150. 
 The bill will increase fines for 
drivers who habitually use devices 
while driving. In cases where a 
driver using a device causes serious 
injury or death, the penalties will 
mirror those of drunken driving. 
  Exemptions in the bill include 
using hand-held devices for 
emergency calls;  whi le in a 
stationary vehicle outside of the 
lane of traffic; in hands-free mode 
to talk on the phone, to dictate text-
based messages, or listen to 
r e c e i v e d  m e s s a g e s ;  i n 
circumstances where an action can 
be accomplished with only a single 
swipe; in public safety or utility 
professions, as necessary for 
duties; or if the wireless feature is a 
permanent part of the vehicle. 
 Additionally, the bill permits 
drivers to use GPS devices for 
navigation; however, destinations 
must be entered before driving 
begins and the device cannot be 
held or supported with the body. 

Issue #33 — Yet Another Cuyahoga County 
Tax Increase? 

 The Cuyahoga County Mayors & 
City Managers Association recently 
endorsed Issue 33, which will 
appear on the March 17 ballot. 
 The Health and Human Services 
levy received unanimous support 
from the various Cuyahoga County 
leaders. 
 Pepper Pike Mayor, Richard Bain 
said approving the levy will address 
the gap in funding caused by 
growing needs and expenses. “It’s 
absolutely vital that we take care of 
the more than 400,000 people 
from throughout Cuyahoga County 
who turn to Health and Human 
Services for help,” said Bain, who is 
secretary of the Cuyahoga County 
M a y o r s  &  C i t y  M a n a g e r s 
Association. 
 The Association cited compelling 
factors for passing the tax increase, 
including that one out of five 
Cuyahoga County residents lives in 
poverty, which for a family of three 
is an annual income of $21,330 or 
less.  The federal  and state 
administrations have also reduced 
their contributions to Health and 
Human Services. 
 “Issue 33 is an investment to 
support vital Health and Human  

Services in our county,” Parma 
Mayor, Tim DeGeeter said.  Seven 
Hills Mayor, Anthony D. Biasiotta 
added: “Issue 33 will help the 
county to continue to provide 
qua l i t y  Hea l th  an d  Human 
Services. 
 If passed, Issue 33 will cost the 
owner of a home valued at 
$100,000 an additional $3.50 
per month, which equates to an 
additional $35 million in annual 
Health and Human Services 
funding. 
 Are you tired of tax increases on 
every ballot? When and where 
does it stop? 
 We see  schoo l  lev ies  get 
trounced in a general election 
only to come back in spring 
special elections & get voted in 
by their hardcore supporters 
while a large part of the voters 
are not paying attention. Seems 
like every politician and every 
"news" outlet are more than 
happy to support spending more 
of the taxpayers' money. We see 
county appraisers arbitrarily 
jacking up property values to get 
more of your money in property 
taxes with little recourse. 

Coalition of Mayors for Issue 33. 

SB 89 (School Vouchers) Shot Down by 
Ohio Senate 

 As the Ranking Member on the 
Ohio Senate Higher Education 
Committee, I would like to share 
with you information concerning 
Oh io ’s  Educa t io na l  Cho ice 
(EdChoice) program.  
 The Ohio Legislature has made 
great strides to fix the EdChoice 
Voucher issue that is impacting 
school districts across Ohio. 
 Recently, the Ohio Senate voted 
to support SB120, which among 
other things puts a 60-day stay on 
our public schools paying for 
students to go to private and 
parochia l  schools .  Senator 
Williams added an amendment to 
HB9, which serves as the current 
vehicle for the EdChoice fix.  
 The amendment would reduce 
the budget earmark of $23.5 
mill ion per fiscal year from 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District’s (CMSD) state aid to the 
prior earmark of $17.6 million 
annually. The $5.9 million dollar 
earmark reduction would allow 
CMSD to allocate more dollars   

State 

Senator 

Sandra 

Williams  

towards operational costs. 
 Another amendment was added 
to provide $30 million to districts 
who paid out foundation funding 
that was originally sent to them 
and by law were required to 
redirect the funds to private and 
parochial schools. 
 The problem: Ohio implemented a 
voucher system in 2005. Until now, 
the impact was felt by mostly 
urban districts: nearly 500 schools. 
 As of 12:01am on February 1, 
2020, outer ring suburbs, more 
rural districts and a few more urban 
schools—all totaling roughly 700 
schools—would have had to pay 
private and parochial schools. The 
bill today saves those 700 schools, 
but fails to save districts such as 
Cleveland Heights, Shaker Heights 
and Garfield Heights which are 
already impacted.  
 Cleveland Schools have also sent 
over $13 million to private and 
parochial schools through the 
Cleveland Scholarship Program. 
 Multiple districts have seen a loss 
in funding as a result of the 
EdChoice Scholarship program. 
 These districts include: Cleveland 
Heights, which roughly lost $7 
million, Garfield Heights which lost 
over $1 million and Shaker Heights 
which lost nearly $33,000 in 
funding. The fix to this problem is 
significantly underway. 

Why Should I Be  
Counted? 

than in the census. 
 The census' goal is to count the 
entire population of a country. 
Location, sex, race and how many 
people live in a residence.  
 This is NOT to spy on you, kick 
you out of the country, have you 
arrested or get into your business. 
The census benefits you and your 
community. 
 The census works when everyone 
is counted. This will help to 
improve your community and 
identify what services are needed.
 For example, businesses use 
census information to decide 
where to build factories, or open a 
restaurant or store, which creates 
jobs for your community. Builders 
and developers use census 
information to build new homes 
and improve old and forgotten 
neighborhoods. 
 The government uses the census 
for public safety, emergency 
services, police, fire and medical 
facilities. It also helps in improving 
pot-holed, caved in, neglected 
roads which is a chronic problem in 
the city of Cleveland. 

 T h e  f i r s t 
g o v e r n m e n t 
p o p u l a t i o n 
c e n s u s  w a s 
taken in 1790 
and has been 
taken ever since. 
 However, there 
i s  a  7 2 - y e a r 
rest r ic t ion on 

accessing census information and 
the most recent information 
available is 1940. 
 The 1950 Census wi l l  be 
released in 2 years in 2022. What 
does this mean? 
 Wel l !  Your information is 
confidential for 72 years. This is to 
protect a responder’s privacy. No  
one has access to it and more 
than likely you may have passed 
on before the next census poll. If 
you are using any form of social 
media, there is probably more  
information about you on there,  

https://ward7observer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/govenor.jpg
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Seeing Ain’t  
Believing 

Melvin Twigg Mason  

 Unfortunately, even the chicks will 
be left wanting from the uninspired 
dialogue. About the only thing that 
makes this production compelling 
(besides i ts  smoky musical 
backdrop) is one scene: the heated 
discussion Mike (p layed by 
Stanfield) has with Mae (played by 
Rae) when he tells her he’s moving. 
Otherwise, the love connection 
between them is just...not...quite -- 
believable. 
 This is through no fault of the 
actors (though I’m not sure how 
much of a heartthrob Stanfield is 
for women.) Even the secondary 
love story concerning Mae's mom 
has more heart to it, which leads 
me to bel ieve that ’s where 
Meghie’s head was when writing 
and directing this piece. 
 The two-and-a-half minute trailer 
promises more than the movie 
itself delivers. 
 The makeup and costuming for 
Issa Rae is stunning, and serves to 
accent her Colgate smile and 
smooth complexion. Warmth and 
authenticity exude from Courtney 
B. Vance’s brief appearances as 
Mae’s step-dad, as does Chanté 
Adams’ performance as Mae’s 
mom.  
 But overall, this is just not 
Meghie’s best work. As a brilliant 
presentation of Black love on 
screen, I’d say “The Photograph” is 
fairly lackluster. 
 My recommendation: Wait for the 
video, then decide! 

NAACP Image Award 
nominee and director 
o f  “ E v e r y t h i n g , 
Everything” (2018) 
Stella Meghie, writes 
and directs the latest 

“boy meets girl” love story from Will 
Packer and Universal Studios. 
 “The Photograph” stars the 
brooding LaKeith Stanfield (“Knives 
Out,” and Jordan Peele’s “Get Out”) 
and the beautiful and funny Issa 
Rae (“Little”, and “The Hate U 
Give”). 
 The story is plain enough. In fact, 
a little too plain. Boy meets girl. Girl 
is open. Boy pursues girl, but girl is 
entrenched in discovering her past. 
Boy gets an overseas job, and it’s 
only then that girl realizes she has a 
good thing, so girl pursues boy.  
 “The  Photograph” is very much a 
relationship piece (i.e., a chick 
flick).  

LaKeith Stanfield and Issa Rae in  
The Photograph (2020)  

Black History Began With the Black Press  

Mansfield  
Frazier  

Part One of 
a four-part 
series.  
  I t  c a n 
rightfully be 

stated that until Freedom’s Journal, 
America’s first African-American 
newspaper, was launched at No.6 
Varick Street in lower Manhattan 
on March 16, 1827, Black History — 
for all means and purposes — did 
not exist in America. 
 The publication was started by 
Samuel Eli Cornish, a free black 
Presbyterian minister born in 
D e l a w a r e  a n d  r a i s e d  i n 
Philadelphia, and John Brown 
Russwurm, born in Jamaica and 
the third man of color to earn a 
college degree in the United States 
(from Bowdoin College in Maine.) 
 True, blacks had been mentioned 
in print in America since 1619 
when The White Lion, under 
Captain John Colyn Jope, brought 
the first Africans to these shores 
and advertised them for sale. 
 They were purchased as  

 Indeed, the only records of blacks’ 
existence in this country up until 
the launching of the Journal was in 
the ledgers and books kept by 
plantation owners, on the same 
pages listing livestock and other 
property. It wasn’t until the first 
black newspapers began to appear 
in America that any semblance of a 
recorded b lack h istory was 
chronicled in the United States. 
 Only the black press reported if a 
black person was born, lived, died, 
go t  marr ied ,  had ch i ldren , 
g raduated  f rom schoo l ,  o r 
participated in any of the other 
human functions that are critical to 
providing individuals and families 
with a sense of connectedness to 
their past, their roots, a vision for 
who they are, and what they hope 
their children are to become.  
 The first black publishers knew 
that a race of people without a 
sense of history — without a 
knowledge of who they are, who 
their forebears were, and from 
whence they came — had little 
chance of navigating their way into 
a successful future.    

 This, then, is the importance of 
Black History ... and by extension 
the critical importance of the black 
press which first chronicled and 
preserved that history.   
 Although Freedom’s Journal was 
to last only a few years it opened 
the journalistic door for other black 
newspapers to fol low in its 
footsteps soon after.  
 The world of black folks in 
America — or the world of the 
whites that wished to suppress 
them — would never again be the 
same due to the black press.  

America’s first African-American newspaper, was launched by Samuel Eli 
Cornish, and John Brown Russwurm,  

indentured servants, not slaves, 
and all became free men after 
their seven years of service.  
 However, by the 1700s laws were 
passed allowing the enslavement 
of blacks, and from that point on 
t h ey  w o u ld  c o n t inu a l l y  b e 
mentioned in terms of the auction 
block or in runaway slave notices 
for  centur ies .  I f  they  were 
mentioned by name at all it was by 
the one name they had been given 
by their slave masters ...Toby, 
Missy, Buck, or some other 
sobriquet more fitting a pet than a 
person. 

https://ward7observer.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Mansfeildheadsht.jpg
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 As a parent what 
comes to your mind 
when you hear the 
word discipline? 
 As a matter of fact 
what comes to most 
people’s mind when 

we hear the word discipline? 
 I am sure it brings memories of 
some form of punishment.  We all 
have personal experiences of being 
disciplined and I would guess they 
are not pleasant memories. 
 Discipline is more than a form of 
punishment to get someone to do 
what you want them to do. 
D i s c i p l i n e  i s  a  w a y  o f 
life.  Discipline consists of the 
instruction and training that we as 
parents and caregivers give our 
children that bring stability and 
structure to their lives, and helps 
prepare them for the world outside 
of their homes. 
 Discipline teaches a child to be 
respectful and responsible for their 
actions. Discipline means a child is 
able to sit through a task until 
completion. Discipline is what great 
artists, musicians, scientists, 
entrepreneurs, and athletes have in 
order to succeed. 
 Discipline provides rules for 
people to live their lives efficiently 
and effectively.  It creates habits, 
and habits make routines, and 
those daily routines become who 
you are. 
 Discipline starts at home with 
everyday things like parents 
making sure children have set 
times to eat, play, read and sleep. 
Discipline means learning to be 
polite to others, learning that things 
are not always going to go your way 
and being able to cope with it. As 
parents/careg i ve r s  we a re 
responsible for providing our 
children with CONSISTENT AGE 
APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINE.  

Our Children  
Our Future 

Margaret Adams 

different from how you discipline a  
preschooler, school age, pre-teen or 
teenager. 
 The way we discipline can be 
passed from one generation to the 
next.  Historically there is a link 
b e t w e e n  h o w  s l a v e s  w e r e 
disciplined and how we discipline 
our children. 
 There are many cu l tura l ly 
appropriate resources available on 
the topic of discipline. There are 
a l s o  m a n y  p a r e n t s  i n  o u r 
community that can be used as 
examples of good parenting. 
 Ineffective discipline is when 
there is inconsistent punishment, 
excessive shout ing with no 
explanation given for what is or was 
expected.  When using physical 
discipline keep in mind that there is 
a difference between appropriate 
physical discipline and physical 
abuse.  Physical abuse can cause 
long term harm to a child. 
 By the time our children begin 
school they should have mastered 
some forms of self discipline at 
home so that they will be more 
r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  l e a r n i n g 
process.  When they start school 
they should be able to sit in the 
classroom and control their 
behavior so that the teacher’s 
primary function is educating our 
children.  We should not have 
children coming to school that 
disrespect and fight our educators, 
and where too much time is spent 
on corrective measures and not 
teaching. When too much time is 
spent on corrective measures the 
outcome is that our children will 
not be disciplined enough to 
navigate this rapidly changing 
world and the future will not be as 
bright for them as it could be. 
 When we think of discipline let’s 
strive to think of it in its positive 
form, where the behavior that is 
being guided by adults is done for 
t h e  c h i l d ’ s  g r o w t h  a n d 
development, and that discipline in 
the form of punishment is used 
less often.  

 D r .  M a r t i n 
Luther King was 
k n o w n  a s  a n 
activist for civil 
rights for blacks 
in this country. 

His goal was for equality. Though 
there were many people who took 
a  s tand aga inst  the  unfa i r 
treatment of blacks in this country, 
Dr. King became the face of the 
civil rights movement from 1955, 
until his assassination in 1968. 
 Dr. King was married to Coretta 
Scott King. They had 4 children; 
Yolanda, Martin, Jr., Dexter, and 
Bernice. 
 
 Sacrifice: the act of giving up 
something valued for the sake of 
something considered more 
valuable or important.  
 
 Jesus Christ was the ultimate 
sacrifice. He gave His life that 
whosoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 
 So with that in mind, Dr. King, 
along with all those involved with 
the movement, often sacrificed 
freedom and time with family, and 
for Dr. King, ultimately, his life in 
order to achieve something he 
knew was more important.  Many 
of us were blessed to witness the 
election of the first black president. 
 Mrs. King sacrificed as well. Can 
you imagine the strength and 
courage it took for her each time 
Dr. King left the house, especially 
with the climate of racist prejudice 
at that time?! Oh yes, she really 
sacrificed. 
 Mrs. King and her children shared 
her husband and the father of her 
children with this world. There were 
the countless dinners without Dr. 
King’s presence and the sleepless 
nights of a loving wife not knowing 
when or if her husband would come  

Sacrifice 

Minister  
Kevin May  

home.  Praise the Lord for her 
unwavering faith in her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ! I’m not sure 
which one of them sacrificed more. 
What I do know is that this world 
benefited from the sacrifices of Dr. 
King and his entire family.  
 On behalf of black people, I’d like 
to thank Dr. Martin Luther King, 
his wife, Coretta Scott King, and 
her children: Yolanda, Martin, Jr., 
Dexter, and Bernice.  

"When the architects of our repub-
lic wrote the magnificent words of 
the Constitution and the Declara-
tion of Independence, they were 
signing a promissory note to which 
every American was to fall heir. 
 This note was a promise that all 
men, yes, black men as well as 
white men, would be guaranteed 
the unalienable rights of life, liber-
ty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
 It is obvious today that America 
has defaulted on this promissory 
note insofar as her citizens of color 
are concerned. Instead of honoring 
this sacred obligation, America has 
given the Negro people a bad 
check; a check which has come 
back marked "insufficient funds." 
 But we refuse to believe that the 
bank of justice is bankrupt. We re-
fuse to believe that there are insuf-
ficient funds in the great vaults of 
opportunity of this nation. So we 
have come to cash this check - a 
check that will give us, upon de-
mand, the riches of freedom and 
the security of justice." 
 
To God be the glory. I must  
decrease that He may increase. 
In Christ, Minister Kevin May 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King in DC. 

FBI Report Reveals Americans Lost Billions  
to Internet Crimes Cierra Johnson  

 A new report by the FBI paints a 
startl ing picture into crimes 
happening online to unsuspecting 
Americans. 
 T h e  F B I ’ s  I n t e r n e t  C r i m e 
Complaint Center released data 
f rom near ly  a  ha l f  mi l l ion 
complaints and found that in 
2019 the top three types of 
internet crimes included phishing 
scams, non-payment or non-
d e l i v e r y ,  a n d  e x t o r t i o n . 
Unsuspecting victims lost more 
than $3.5 billion due to internet 
crimes in 2019. 

 “Scammers are actually really 
good at what they do. They are very 
smart, and make things look really 
legitimate,” said Jessica Kapcar, 
spokesperson for BBB Central Ohio. 
“So it’s hard sometimes to tell if 
something is real or if it's fake.”  
 The FBI report reveals the age 
group most impacted by internet  
crimes is people who are over the 
age of 60.  In 2019, that group 
alone lost more than $835 million 
to internet crimes. 
 “What I recommend is always 
going straight to the source, and 
not clicking on any links that are 
included on those emails, because 
that could download malware onto 
your computer or your devices,” 
Kapcar said. 
 Kapcar also says it is helpful for 
people to come forward when they 
are affected by these types of 
crimes. The information will help 
law enforcement agencies, like the  

Pod-Cast Team  
Coming  Soon! 

 Ever thought about interviewing 
celebrities, and important people 
in the community?  
 
 How about providing content for 
your favorite subject? 
 The Observer will be selecting its 
pod-cast team soon. 
 There will be formal training 
along with the opportunity to 
create programming. 
 
Register on the website.  
Go to the Login page. 
Scroll down to the Registration 
Form.  Fill it out. 
Click on 'Robot' for verification. 
Click on Register. You're done.  
 
We will be contacting you soon! 

FBI, open investigations and pur-
sue charges. 
 Additionally, consumer protection 
groups, like the BBB, will be able to 
warn others of potential dangers. 
 “There shouldn’t be any embar-
rassment that goes with it. I think it 
happens more frequently than we 
even know,” Kapcar said. 
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